Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
(808) 935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Interim Pastor: Rev. Choo Lak Yeow
This week at the Church of the Holy Cross
Bible Study, Sunday at 8:30 am, Monday at 6:30 pm & Wednesday at 9:30 am in the Pastor’s Study
Choir Practice, 8:30 am Sunday in the Sanctuary & 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm on Tuesday in the Sanctuary
IYAA Bible Study Wednesday at 7:30 pm in the Lounge.
Rhythm & Life exercise class, Tuesday at 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm in the Building of Faith
Ballroom Dance class meets every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele meets every Thursday at 9:00 am in the Lounge
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) meets every Thursday at 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm in the Library.
Qigong meets every Friday at 9:00 am to 10:30 am in the Building of Faith.
Bell Choir every Saturday at 1:00 pm in J’s Café unless otherwise noted
Muslim Community Group meets every Friday at 1:00 p.m. in the Building of Faith Meeting Room

Other Congregations that Worship here Today
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – worships 10 am to 1pm in the Building of Faith.
Rev. Ichiro Annes
Bedesta Church worships at 1:30 pm in the Building of Faith.
Pastor Edmes Edwin
Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa, Hilo [CCCAS] worships at 12pm in Sanctuary.
Rev. Take Sunia
The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga meets in the Sanctuary on Sunday from 2 pm to 4 pm and Wednesday from 6 pm to 7 pm
Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: Tevita Talanoa
First Marshallese Assembly of God, worships 4 pm in the Sanctuary.
Rev. Brandy Karben
―No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.‖
Page 1

March 3, 2016

March 3, 2016

NEW OFFICE
HOURS
Monday–Thursday
08:30am-12:30 pm

The Messenger
Church of the Holy Cross, United Church of Christ
440 West Lanikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii 96720
(808) 935-1283 holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com
CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Friday
8:30 am —12:00 pm

Important Dates to
Remember:
Sunday, March 6th

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Board of Christian
Education
After worship

Sunday, March 13th
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Council Meeting
After worship

Sunday, March 20th
Sixth Sunday in Lent
Trustees Meeting
After worship

Sunday, March 24th
Maundy Thursday
7 pm Worship

Friday, March 25th
Good Friday
12 pm service

Sunday, March 27th
Easter Sunday
10 am service

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, March 27
Worship at 10 am

Care Partners Support Meeting
Tuesday, March 8th
10 am to 12 noon @ BOF

BOARD MEETINGS

SERVICE DAY

Sunday, March 6th
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Board of Christian
Education
After worship

Saturday, March 19th
Please bring family and friends
to help beautify our campus

Sunday, March 13, 2016
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Council Meeting
After worship

Thursday, March 24th
Building of Faith
9 am to 4 pm

Sunday, March 20th
Sixth Sunday in Lent
Trustees Meeting
After worship

Saturday, March 26, 9 am
EGGCELLENT ADVENTURE!
Decorating Easter Eggs
J’s Café at 9 am

Sunday, March 27
Easter Sunday
Deacons Meeting
After worship

Please bring extra clothes for kids
Or dress children in “junk” play clothes

Sunday, March 27th
EASTER SUNDAY

Easter egg hunt at 9 am
Bring your own Easter Basket
& prepare to laugh and have fun!

A SPECIAL REQUEST
Gideon’s International:

Please consider giving a donation in the
name of Church of the Holy Cross to
help show our support of their ministry
in printing and distributing the Bible in
places like hotels, hospitals and anywhere else that may bring a message of
comfort, peace and spiritual presence.
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Pastor’s Corner
Lent is the Season when we recall the extravagant outpouring of God‟s love in
the 125 years of our worship and witness and mission and ministry as The
Church of the Holy Cross. Our history shows us where we come from and
strongly suggests where we are heading to. Below is our history as we know it
during this Lenten Season.
1868
1885
1888
1891
1893
1901
1912
1919
1942
1946
1957
1959
1964
1968
1970
1971
1981
1988
1991
1984
1996
1998
2000
2003
2003
2004
2006
2010
2013
2014
2015
2015
2016

150 Japanese immigrants came to Hawai`i to work on the plantations
largest wave of Japanese immigrants came to work on the plantations
Rev Jiro Okabe was called by Hawaiian Evangelical Association to work with Japanese immigrants
on Hawai`i Island
Rev Okabe organized the Hilo Japanese Christian Church. Members contributed $15.00 for mission
First Church building on Keawe Street
Hilo Japanese Christian Church relocated to Kinoole Street
A new sanctuary was built. The first church building was used as a dormitory.
Hilo Japanese Christian Church which was supported by the Hawaiian Evangelical Association be
came self-supporting on June 20th
The Hilo Japanese Christian Church changed its name to Church of the Holy Cross
Church of the Holy Cross called its first English-speaking minister, Rev Masao Yamada, 1946 - 1955
Church of the Holy Cross became a member of United Church of Christ
A 3-acre property on Lanikaula Street, Hilo, was purchased. Over the next few years, a
parson age [1960], a social hall, and educational buildings [1962] were constructed
17 Members from Central Christian Church transferred their membership to CHC
The first Japanese Christian Church [Keawe St] was reconstructed in its original state at Meiji Mura in
Nagoya, Japan
Mortgage burning ceremony was held to commemorate final payment made on land and
buildings on Lanikaula St
80th Anniversary of the church was celebrated
90th Anniversary was celebrated
Began first conversation about new building
A year-long celebration marked the Centennial Year of our church. Time capsule was deposited by the
church bell to be opened in 2041.
Arrangement made with the Issei minister at Makiki Christian Church for services once a month.
Discontinued in 1992
A Mission Statement was adopted and incorporated into our church by-laws.
Jesmond Reformed Church of England visited our church.
9 members of our church visited England and were hosted by the Jesmond United Reformed Church
Building of Faith ground-breaking
5 members from the Jesmond Reformed Church of England visited our church.
Construction of our Building of Faith was completed, fulfilling a vision of almost two decades.
115th Anniversary of the church was celebrated with a potluck luncheon
Instituted a new program with 7 Visiting Ministers who were each invited to serve a 3-month term.
Our visiting ministers fully participated in the activities and life of the church
Church entered Merrie Monarch floats [2013-2014]
Members and friends of the church folded origami cranes which will be sent to the Peace Committee/
Honokaa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple. Massive „flocks‟ will be presented to memorial organizations
of Hiroshima and Nagasakias a gesture of the many individual tragedies of war.
Our church baptized our first Ethiopian when one-year old Miracle was baptized on December 20,
Our church enjoyed the much loved Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.
A year long celebration of our 125th Anniversary.

To use an old Roman greeting – Quo Vadis – where are you going – this year?
Lent is a good time to ask ourselves this question.
Rev Choo Lak
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Excerpts from BENT OVER NO MORE: A Liturgy For Solidarity
based on Luke 13: 10 – 17

BENT OVER NO MORE aspires to work towards gender equality in a heavily male-dominated
society which is quite widely spread out in Asia and elsewhere. In the process, it uses bamboos
to press home a message. Like the bamboos, women are strong.
Peace-makers and justice-doers learn strength, solidarity, beauty, and bounty from the bamboos.
Woman 1:* Christian women and some men in Thailand where Bangkok has been known as
the Sodom and Gomorrah by the Sea, are unstinting in their commitment to battle prostitution.
Woman 2:* Some women in Tinisia, India, a small village in the interior of a forest, realize
that they deserve just wages – a right that they have in the laws of God and humans.
Woman 3:* Christian women in Hong Kong assert that they need not give up their work for the
wok.
The roots of the bamboos interweave the hard ground with life. The shoots provide nourishment for people.
Woman 4:* Christian women are involved in the formation of All-Women Action to address
the needs of women in Malaysia.
Bamboos don’t grow alone. They grow in clumps to give each other natural strength and
solidarity.
Woman 5:* Women in Singapore have spoken up for more women in Parliament while couples
now welcome baby girls. Indeed a most welcome trend.
Gracefully bamboo leaves sway with the breeze inspiring many an artist.
Woman 6:* Japanese Christian men are learning to say: „I am not a week-end husband.‟
Bamboos don’t deprive each other of mutual help and growth.
Woman 7:* Women in the Philippines are trying to eliminate the „hiding away of wives‟
phenomenon.
After a storm has done its worst, the bamboos shoot up straight again.
Christian women and men: It takes two hands to clap. Alone we‟re only „half‟ hands linked.
Bonded by love as shown in the two clapping hands, we are bonded by love. We all shall dance
the dance of life.
Freed from our oppressive deeds that brought injustice and pain at work and at home, we now
happily wheelbarrow a full load of aloha* into our work and wok.
*Insert names as appropriate to your context.
Pastor Choo Lak
March 01, 2016
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Words of Worship from the Deacons
A brief history and overview of Lent

The English word Lent is a shortened form of Old English len(c)ten, which meant spring.
Lent is traditionally forty days in commemoration of the forty days which, according to the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus spent, before beginning his public ministry, fasting in the desert, where
he endured temptation by the Devil. Lent is marked by fasting, both from foods and festivities, and by
other acts of penance. The three traditional practices to be taken up with renewed vigor during Lent are
prayer (justice towards God), fasting (justice towards self), and almsgiving (justice towards neighbor). In
most denominations begins on Ash Wednesday.
Because there was no fasting on Sundays, (Sundays were considered weekly memorials of
Jesus‟ resurrection, and therefore, as “little Easters”), attempts were made in the 5th century to increase
the number of actual fast-days to 40. Good Friday and Holy Saturday which were initially separated from
the Easter were added to the fast, raising the fast-days to 36; then the 4 weekdays before the First Sunday of Lent were added = 40. i.e., Ash Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday after Ash Wednesday.
Originally, the beginning of Lent was the First Sunday of Lent.
In some denominations during lent statues, icons and crosses may be veiled in violet shrouds, some
churches have no alter decorations (flowers) and suspend singing Gloria and Alleluia until Easter. Later
in this season as we approach Good Friday churches may veil the cross with black on Maundy Thursday
and only remove it Easter morning and change to white for the risen Christ on Easter.

Lent may have been observed as early as the fourth century and grown from a series of shorter fasts ranging from one to six days long. These short fasts were observed as early as 190 C.E. Not everyone participated in these fasts, only people who were preparing to be baptized sometime around Easter fasted. While
they fasted they spent time in prayer and religious instruction.
During the Middle Ages Lent observances changed and links to baptism at Easter diminished. The Discipline of fasting was transferred to all Christians instead of only baptismal candidates. The diminishing of
baptism during Easter was driven by the rise in infant baptisms and the large number of new baptisms that
were occurring at that other times. As more and more Christians observed Lent, Lent became a season of
admitting and repenting from sin, expressing sorrow for sin, and accepting the punishment for sin.
Today‟s observance of Lent for many people emphasizes study, prayer, worship, charitable work, and
spiritual renewal. For western Christians the first five weeks of Lent focus on calling Christians to repentance, and the last week focuses on the events that occurred during Passion Week, the last days of Jesus‟ life.
Fasting has always played a part in the observance of Lent. Over the years fasting has not been limited to
only refraining from eating certain foods.
Some members of the congregation may be participating in a Carbon Fast which is sponsored by the Massachusetts Conference UCC and the New England Regional Environmental Ministries. Daily e-mails are
sent with suggestions on how we can with small acts make a big difference. One that may take some
planning is not to shop on Sunday. Not only in the Stores but also by phone or online. The web address
for those interested in joining the carbon fast
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001iwO4OMLt4fkht-3_PAMZhMHVt9f0BmO_
It is becoming clear that Fasting is not just from food or an activity; it can take many forms that will work
to deepen your faith and can help to save and protect our aina and support others who are in life‟s struggles.
Be in prayer about what you can do as an act of fasting during this Lenten season.

The Deacons
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March

New church members or transfers will
be baptized on Easter Sunday, March 27,
2016 during our normal Easter Sunday
Service.

Ushers

IYAA—Jayson Rekis

If you wish to be baptized or to transfer your
membership or you want your children baptized on that day, please
see, telephone, or email Pastor Choo Lak at (808) 935-1283, or email:
kahuchoolak@gmail.com ]. Mahalo

Sunday, Mar. 6
Layreader
Bob Smith

Chapel Decoration

Dorothy Matsui, Amy Saito

Birthday Wishes

Please pray for and send a greeting to these
birthday people

March 2016

04 Katada, Emi
06 Maeda, Margaret
07 Sato, Thelma
13 Kuwaye, Masako
14 Olcott, Meghan
15 Miyake, Richard
16 Nishida, Chizuko
Robinson, Lei Jack
18 Maeda, Blanche
21 Hisanaga, Ichiko
22 Nagami, Tamayo
Suzuki, Clarice
28 Kurohara, Martha
29 Yamane, Jon Ski
30 Kawahara, Karl

A
P
P
Y
B
I
R
T
H
D
A
Y

Childcare

H

Moira Tanaka

April 2016

01 Nakamoto, Joyce
05 Kawachika, Kay
16 Yanagihara, Sachiko
Olcott, Tom
17 Chen, Nancy
18 Chu, Roberta
19 Kita, Jean
20 Shiroma, Toshiko
Tanouye, Jonathan
21 Niimi, Mildred
Thoma, Jean Pierre “JP”
23 Tanouye, Kenneth
27 Kusinski, Leigh

Sunday, Mar. 13
Layreader
Jane Kawazoe

Chapel Decoration
Carolyn Lum-Bellem

Childcare

Ellen Shiraishi

Sunday, Mar. 20
Layreader
After Children‟s
Word during
worship

Ruth Niino-DuPonte

Chapel Decoration
The Goya Family

Childcare
Cindy Debus

Bible Study
Every Sunday at 8:30 am,
Monday at 6:30 pm and
Wednesday at 9:30 am in the Pastor‟s Study.

Sunday, Mar. 27
Layreader
Anne Sadayasu

Everyone is welcomed!

Chapel Decoration
Cindy Debus

The Messenger

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article please either send it via email in
word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via post by March 10, 2016.
The next scheduled Messenger will be March 13, 2016.

Childcare

Joyce Nakamoto
Page 6

March 3, 2016

