Church of the Holy Cross—UCC
440 West Lanilaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
(808) 935-1283
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com
www.holycrosshilo.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Worship Service begins at 10:00 am
Interim Pastor: Rev. Choo Lak Yeow
This week at the Church of the Holy Cross
















Bible Study, Monday at 6:30 pm and Wednesday at 9:30 am in Pastor’s Study
Choir Practice, Sunday at 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary & Tuesday from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm
IYAA, Bible Study Wednesday at 7:30 pm in the Lounge. Mark chapter 12
Rhythm & Life exercise class, will resume on January 12, 2016
Ballroom Dance, class meets every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Building of Faith
Ron Fujiyoshi, Ohana Ho’opakele, meets every Thurs. at 9:00 a.m. in the Lounge
Qigong, meets every Friday at 9:00 am in the Building of Faith.
Bell Choir, every Saturday at 1:00 p.m. in J’s Café
Muslim Community Group, meets every Friday at 1:00 p.m. in the Building of Faith Meeting
Room
Other Congregations that Worship here on Sunday
The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga meets in the Sanctuary on Sunday at 1 p.m. and Wednesday
at 7 p.m.
Rev. Stiven Pousima; Assistant to Pastor: Tevita Talanoa
The United Church of Christ, Pohnpei – worships 10am in the Building of Faith.
Rev. Ichiro Annes
Samoan Church worships at 12pm in Sanctuary.
Rev. Take Sunia
First Marshallese Assembly of God, worships 4 pm in the Sanctuary.
Rev. Brandy Karben

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
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December 16, 2015
CHURCH
OFFICE HOURS
Mon, Tues, & Thurs
08:30am-1:30 pm,
Wed. 09:30 am—12:30 pm
Fri. 8:30 am —10:00 am

Important Dates to

Remember:
Sunday, Dec. 20th
Fourth Sunday of Advent

The Messenger
Church of the Holy Cross, U ited Church of Christ
West La ikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.co
www.holycrosshilo.co

Sunday, Dec. 20th
Children’s Christmas
Pageant during worship

Thursday, Dec. 24th
Christmas Eve Program at 7:00pm
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday, Dec. 20th
Children’s Christmas
Pageant during worship
Sunday, Dec. 20th
Trustees Meeting
After worship
Thurs, Dec. 24th
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship—Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols
7 pm in the Sanctuary
Friday, Dec. 25th
Merry Christmas
CHC Office Closed
Sunday, Dec. 27th
Deacons Meeting
After worship
Sunday, Dec. 27th
Installation of 2016
Office Bearers
Friday, January 1st
Happy New Years
CHC Office Closed
Sunday, January 3rd
Communion Sunday
Sunday, January 3rd
Special General
Membership Meeting to
Approve call of
The Rev. Eric Andersen
Sunday, January 3rd
Beginners’ Bible Study
For six (6) weeks
Pastor’s Office
8:20 am to 9:30 am
Sunday, January 10th
Council Meeting
After worship
Sunday, January 17th
Trustees Meeting
After worship

Friday,
Dec. 25th
CHC Office
Closed
BOARD
MEETINGS
Sunday, Dec. 20th
Trustees Meeting
After worship
Sunday, Dec. 27th
Deacons Meeting
After worship
Sunday, Jan. 10th
Council Meeting
After worship
Sunday, Jan. 17th
Trustees Meeting
After worship

Sunday, January 3rd
Special General Membership
Meeting to approve call of
The Rev. Eric Anderson

January 3rd
Beginners’ Bible Study
For six (6) weeks
Pastor’s Office
8:30 am to 9:30 am

Care Partners Support Group Meeting
Tuesday, January 12th
Building of Faith from 10 am to 12 noon

SERVICE DAY
Sat., January 23rd
8:30 am
Please bring family and
friends to come and help
beautify our campus.
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Pastor’s Corner
Advent is here again! Actually, Advent has come much earlier than what most
of us think. I like the way our dear Filipino friends usher in Christmas,
starting with the –ber [not beer!] months, to wit, September, October,
November and, of course, December.
What a pleasure and privilege it is for me to say that our beloved Church of
the Holy Cross, especially during Yuletide, has remembered the less
fortunate. Being the recipients of God’s generous bounty, we naturally
respond and re-act by ‘freely have you received, freely give!’ Matthew 10:8
Our Christmas giving makes possible for our United Church of Christ to
extend assistance to
- low-income retired clergy and widowed spouses
- emergency help to clergy [active and retired] in financial need
- supplement pensions of low-income retired clergy, widowed spouses,
and lay employees and
- subsidize costs of health insurance for low-income retired and lay
employees.
During this Season, we thank God for God’s protection over our loved ones
wherever they are. We give thanks and pray specially for our loved ones who
have gone Home to our Lord this year. Not said but clearly felt in our heart:
‘O, the apple of my eye, how I miss you, especially tonight! God be with you
till we meet again!’
In thanking God for our dearly beloved departed who now are part and
parcel of ‘. . . such a huge crowd of . [women and] men of faith watching us
from the grandstands . . . ‘ I also want to thank the faithful band of women
and men of faith in our beloved Church of the Holy Cross who live out
And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing
near. Hebrews 10:25
I so want to thank ALL Committee Members in the various Committees,
especially the Chairs. In thanking these faithful ones, I must also thank their
spouse and children who ‘give up something’ every time their spouse and
mum or dad attend this meeting or organize that project in our beloved
Church of the Holy Cross.
I want to thank Moderator Elwood Kita for his ministry and leadership this
year. He has been firm but gentle in carrying out his numerous duties.
Last but not least, once again, I want to thank every member and friend in the
Church of the Holy Cross for having blessed so many people in your own
inimitable way.
Rev Choo Lak
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Pastor’s Corner Cont’d
Remembering What Christmas is all About
On Dec 29, 2012, slightly before noon, after getting down from City Circle Tram at the
Swanston stop and turning left into Swanston Street, Melbourne, Australia, I went into
McDonald’s [next to Prince’s Bridge Hotel]. I heard a differently-abled man giving and
paying for his order. The first male staff member was about to take his money when a second
staff member returned it. When the differently-abled customer had gotten his order, a
woman staff member then gently guided him to a corner seat.
The two liters of the milk of human kindness from those two staff members have erased for
me the two dozens of negative press remarks that McDonald’s may have had in the past. I
shall be returning to Honolulu early next month, but I shall remember how well McDonald’s
had treated a differently-abled customer. I heartily commend the two staff members and
McDonald’s for having a caring soul and a generous heart in the midst of our money-making
busy-ness. That was a brief letter I wrote to The Age.*
In many ways, Christmas is all about compassion. There is God’s compassion for
undeserving humans. Then, humans who have experienced God’s compassion pass that
experience of God’s compassion to other humans. In his own inimitable way, the famous Sri
Lankan evangelist, Dr D T Niles, had described grace as ‘one beggar telling another beggar
where the food is.’ Sharing compassion works in similar manner.
Pass it on
It only takes a spark
To get a fire going
And soon all those around
Can warm up in the glowing
That’s how it is with God’s love
Once you’ve experienced it
You’ll spread God’s love
To everyone
You’ll want to pass it on
What a wondrous time is spring
When all the trees are budding
The birds begin to sing
The flowers start their blooming
That’s how it is with God’s love
Once you’ve experienced it
You’ll want to sing
It’s fresh like spring
You’ll want to pass it on
I wish for you my friend
This happiness that I’ve found
You can depend on God
It matters not where you’re bound
I’ll shout it from the mountain top
I want the world to know
The Lord of Love
Has come to me
I want to pass it on

What a wonder-filled song to remember Remembering What Christmas is all About!!!
Pastor Choo Lak

*The Age is a daily newspaper which has been published in Melbourne, Australia, since 1854. Owned and published by Fairfax Media, The Age primarily serves Victoria but is also available for purchase in Tasmania, the Australian Capital Territory and border regions of South Australia and southern New South
Wales. It is delivered in both hardcopy and online formats. The newspaper shares many articles with other Fairfax Media metropolitan daily newspapers, such as
The Sydney Morning Herald.
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ADVENT DÉCOR IN SANCTUARY
Wonders of Advent as we prepare for our Christ’s birthday have been enhanced by the
wonderful work of many hands to decorate the sanctuary…. From the filigree angels, the
Bethlehem star to the Christmas tree from our own backyard and wreaths around the
sanctuary.
Thank you to all the people who shared their talent and time to have a truly
beautiful sanctuary to worship in during this Advent worship.
Wreath making was organized by Kay Kawachika who prepared well to allow for a
great work session. Wreath makers were Anne Sadayasu, Nancy Jo Moses, Anna Kennedy,
Connie Yoshiyama, Michi Koizumi, Carol Morioka, Gail Wung, Jane Kawazoe, Bev Dodo and
Esther Kodani. Woody Kita helped by trimming the evergreen hedge for the greens for the
wreaths and swags over the doorways. The Advent wreath was made by Kay Kawachika.
The hanging of the Bethlehem star, the swags over the doorways, the Chrismon banners, the
placement of the Christmas trees were part of the “Hanging of the Greens”. Thanks to JP
Thoma, Gloria Kobayashi, Karl Kawahara, Anna and Biff Kennedy, Edgar Torigoe and Pastor
Choo Lak for their work to get it all done. Special thanks to Jayson Rekis and Stu Mori and
the IYAA for helping to finishing the large tree decorating. The two angels were put up by
Connie Yoshiyama, Carol Morioka, Gloria Kobayashi and Kay Kawachika. We are grateful
for your efforts.
THE GIVING TREE
Our “Charlie Brown” tree in the back of the sanctuary is our Giving Tree. Please bring
non-perishable food items for the Food Basket and toiletries for the homeless shelter. Let’s
be generous so others less fortunate can have some basic needs fulfilled.
GOODIES NEEDED for Christmas Eve
This is a request for goodies to serve for the social after the Christmas Eve worship.
Please bring to the Building of Faith kitchen before the service which begins at 7 p.m. Thank
you.
SPECIAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE
JANUARY 3, 2016 — AFTER WORSHIP
Vote to approve a call for our new Settled Senior Pastor, The Rev. Eric Anderson, by secret
ballot
“The World of the Generous Gets Larger and Larger”
These are hard economic times. We have only one Interim Pastor. This means we each
need to do more and more. We have a balanced budget without taping into our reserve.
Does this mean you can pledge less? No. If you do, we will not meet our budget
expectations for 2016. Remember, the money you pledge supports your church. Think
about the title of this year’s Ever Member Canvass – “Trust in the Promise.” Please turn in
your pledge card if you have not already done so. Thank you all that turned in your card on
Loyalty Sunday.
“Trust in the Promise.” You make a life by what you give.” The secret is found in
Philippians 4 verses 12 – 13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” This
about it. Pray about it. Commit to help. Thank you again to everyone that turned in their
pledge card last Sunday. If you have not yet responded, please send in your pledge card.
Thank you.
The Trustees
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From your Moderator: Pastoral Candidate Approved for Congregation’s
Consideration
Our Pastoral Search Committee recommended the Reverend Eric S. Anderson to
become Church of the Holy Cross’s next Senior Pastor. The Church council
unanimously approved this recommendation and set January 3, 2016 as the
members’ meeting to consider and vote on calling Rev. Anderson. Although this is
a busy time of year your council believed it best to set the earliest possible date to
consider this important event in the life of our church.
The Rev. Eric Anderson currently serves as Associate Conference Minister for
Proclamation, Identity and Communication for the Connecticut Conference of the
United Church of Christ. The Rev. Anderson has been working in their Hartford,
Connecticut Headquarters for the past 17 years. Born in Middleton, Connecticut,
he received his A.B. in Theatre Arts from Cornell University in 1985 and his M.
Div. degree from Andover Newton Theological School in 1988. He served
churches in Connecticut and Maine before moving to the conference office.
Rev. Anderson will bring interests and talents in music and the performing arts,
technology, and working with youth and congregations. The Search committee
was impressed with Rev. Anderson’s compassion, openness and a strong sense of
calling to the ministry.
Important dates leading to the members’ meeting:
Dec. 20: Congregational meeting set for Jan. 3 will be announced at Sunday
service. An information sheet hand out on Rev. Anderson’s background will
be available.
Dec. 27: Search Committee will provide brief background information on
Rev. Anderson as a part of the morning service following the installation of
officers and board members.
Jan. 3: Membership meeting to vote on a call to Rev. Anderson. The Search
Committee will present information on Rev. Anderson and will be available
to answer members’ questions.
A vote by ballot required by our Bylaws will be taken. Ballots will be
counted and the results announced.
Please review the material provided, pray on this important matter, attend and vote
on January 3, 2016. Please also share your appreciation to Search Committee
members for their tireless work this past 1 ½ year. Members: Stefan Tanouye
(chair), Janet Fujioka, Anne Sadayasu, Newton Chu, Gloria Kobayashi, Erin Kita,
Theone (Suzuki) and Christian Albano.
Links to a sample of Rev. Anderson’s sermon:
You Tube sermon sample: https://youtu.be/bfkUoaZnEa4
Sermon text: http://ctucc.org/staffblogs/index.php?story=319
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The Rev. Eric S. Anderson currently serves as Associate

Conference Minister for Proclamation, Identity, and
Communication for the Connecticut Conference of the United
Church of Christ, working from its headquarters in Hartford,
Connecticut. He has served there for seventeen full years,
beginning as part-time editor of its ConnTact newspaper and
implementing the transition to Internet based communications
using texts, still images, audio, and voice.
Born in Middletown, Connecticut, to Lynn and Maren
Anderson, he grew up in nearby Vernon, Connecticut, where his
father was an educator in the public schools. His father lives now in Southwick,
Massachusetts; his mother died in 1983. He received his A.B. degree in Theatre Arts
from Cornell University in 1985 and his M.Div. degree from Andover Newton
Theological School in 1988. Ordained in 1988, he began his ministry by serving two
congregations: the First Congregational Church UCC of Mechanic Falls, Maine, and the
neighboring Oxford Congregational Church UCC. He returned to Connecticut in 1993,
and took up a series of interim calls: First Congregational Church UCC in Meriden,
Connecticut; Oxford UCC in Oxford, Connecticut; Seymour Congregational Church
UCC in Seymour, Connecticut; and Center Congregational Church UCC in Torrington,
Connecticut. Also in 1993, he launched a private Information Technology consulting
business with the goal of supporting the ministry of local churches. This coincided with
the emergence of the World Wide Web as a communication platform, and his work in
this area led to his expanding responsibilities with the Connecticut Conference.
Rev. Anderson has two adult children: Brendan, born in 1992, and Rebekah, born in
1995. Brendan Anderson currently lives in Boston, where he is a City Year volunteer in a
city school. Rebekah Anderson is a third year student at Hampshire College in Amherst,
Massachusetts. Rev. Anderson is one of three ministers in his immediate family - he is
the youngest of the three and has been ordained the longest. After retiring from the
public schools his father, the Rev. Lynn Anderson, completed a M.Div. degree and
served three churches as an interim pastor. While attending seminary, his father met and
married a fellow student, the Rev. Shirley Anderson, who retired just a few years ago
after serving two UCC churches in Connecticut and Massachusetts. As a religious
communicator, Rev. Anderson writes, edits, photographs, records, and produces videos.
He has been a member of the Associated Church Press and the Religion Communicators
Council.
He has been sought to lead workshops on social media and church communications
around the Northeast, and has been a contributor to United Church News. In addition to
sermons, spiritual reflections, and news stories, Rev. Anderson writes poems and music
for enlightenment (and for fun). He and a friend, the Rev. Paul Bryant-Smith, have
performed as “Boys in Hats” for twenty years, sharing their love for folk music of
America and the British isles. He plays in the Spark! band for the new afternoon worship
service at First Church of Christ Congregational UCC in Glastonbury, Connecticut,
where he is currently a member, and has performed his own compositions both in
worship and coffeehouse settings. As well as music, he enjoys creative photography,
exploring cuisines, walking in nature’s beauty, and settling down with a good book (in
addition to the Good Book). He is a qualified challenge course facilitator at the
Connecticut Conference’s summer camp, and has served as counselor, dean, and
chaplain over the years. He is profoundly humbled, and profoundly joyful, to receive the
call to minister at Church of the Holy Cross, and looks forward to many years of
preaching the gospel in word and deed together.
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SENIOR MINISTRY

December Ushers
Moira Tanaka, Esther Kodani,
Newton Chu & Karl Kawahara

On behalf of the Senior Ministry
committee, I would like to say,
Sunday, December 20th
Layreader
“Thank you” to the
Jayson Rekis
members and friends of the
Chapel Decoration
Church of the Holy Cross for
POINSETTAS
saving and sharing the November
Childcare
Save A Tape Program.
Lei Jack
Please continue to Save-A-Tape
for Christmas from Dec. 2 to
Thursday, December 24th
Christmas Eve Program
Dec. 29th.
Chapel Decoration
POINSETTAS

Sunday, December 27th
Layreader
Woody Kita

Chapel Decoration
Laura Ota

Childcare
Ethel Yoshimasu

January Ushers

Prayers and Sympathy go out to:

Theone Albano,
Christian Albano,
Joyce Nakamoto &
Michi Koizumi

Shuichi Tanaka
Private services were held on Monday, Dec. 14, 2015.
We hold Moira, Shuichi’s wife, in prayer for healing and
wholeness at this time.
Yuriko Yamauchi
Services for her will be held on Thursday, Dec. 17, 2015
at Dodo Mortuary. Visitation is at 10 am and Service is at
11 am with the Honorable Judge Frances Wong presiding.

After Children’s Word
during worship

every Monday at 6:30 p.m.
and Wednesday at 9:30 am in
the Pastor’s Study

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Please pray for and send a
greeting to these Birthday
people
January 2016
07 Miyamoto,
Dorothy
08 Chen, Bill
Nakayama, Kyle
Hayashi, Takeru
Nakashima, Ann
16 Oshiro, Brian
19 Chu, Newton
20 Inouye, Grayson
22 Koizumi, Michi
Kawasaki, Kevin
27 Suzuki, Wayne
28 Mukai, Theodora
30 Iwami, Barbara
Inouye, Vernon

The Messenger

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the
Holy Cross in Hilo. If you have an article please either send it via email in
word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via post by Dec. 30th.
The next scheduled Messenger will be January 6, 2016.
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