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CHURCH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday 

9:00 am-01:30pm 
 

Wednesday 
09:30 am—12:15 pm 

 

Church of the Holy Cross, United Church of Christ 

 West La ikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii  

 -   holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.co  

                     www.holycrosshilo.co  

The Messenger  

Dec. 03, 2014 

Important Dates to  
Remember: 

 
Sun, Dec. 7th 

Christmas Fund 
 

Sun, Dec. 7th 
10 a.m. 
Advent  

Communion 
& Other  

Congregations 
 

Sun, Dec. 7th 
Tapestry of  Light 
Hilo Community 
Chorus Concert 

 
Sun, Dec. 14th 

Installation  
of  Officers 

 
Sun, Dec. 14th 

Christmas  
Caroling 

 
Sun, Dec. 21st 

“Instant Pageant” 
 

Wed, Dec. 24th 
7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 
Worship 

 
 

Sunday, Dec. 14th Installation of Officers  
        During Worship 

Wednesday,  
December 24 at 7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve  
Worship 

Caroling, Candlelight  
& Christmas Stories 

    Refreshments following service. 

Sunday, December 21st 
“Instant Pageant” 

All Persons Invited to be a part of 
 the Christmas Pageant. 

Sunday, Dec. 14th 

Christmas Caroling 

Meet at the Church at 2 p.m.   
Mr.  Watanabe will be making his famous  

Portuguese Bean Soup. 

“Tapestry of Light” by Joseph M. Martin 

Hilo Community Chorus 

Sunday Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. 
In Sanctuary 

Sunday, Dec. 7th 

Special Offering will be  
received during worship 

Sunday, Dec. 7th 

We will be welcoming other  
Congregations to worship!!! 
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Pastor’s Corner 

Thanksgiving Day is past, yet my heart is filled with blessings from this season. The  
Thanksgiving celebration on Tuesday, November 24th was beautiful. The Interfaith  
Thanksgiving Celebration sponsored by Interfaith Communities in Action, held at First United 
Protestant Church was filled with music, thanksgiving and joy. My heart was blessed by much 
music. The Kosraean Fellowship, who meet at First United Protestant Church and the Tongan 
Choir from Hilo United Methodist Church wowed me! It was great to hear our own Kayleen 
Yuda and Glenda Johnson share piano and violin music. 

My greatest joy was to sing with our members – International Young Adult Association and 
our choir, Na Leo Nio Lani. J.P. Thoma played flute with us. Many thanks to IYAA leaders and 
members and Kait Wilson for making this joyful thanksgiving music possible. 

IYAA and Na Leo Nio Lani also sang together during worship on November 23. I’m told this is 
a first! Gloria Kobayashi writes: “For many years, this has been a goal for our music  
program. It is wonderful that this Thanksgiving, we indeed can celebrate by singing  
together. Praise be to God!” Well put Gloria. 

I also give thanks for the special Every Member Canvas Sunday we celebrated on November 
23! Thank you to Millie Diakawa, Woody Kita, and Connie Yoshiyama for their leadership. If 
you need a pledge card please contact the church office or Millie. Thank you for your support 
for Church of the Holy Cross, UCC! 

The sanctuary is prepared for Advent and Christmas! How beautiful it looks. I hope you will 
also prepare your hearts and minds for the birth of Christ this season. Devotional materials are 
available in the rear of the sanctuary. While we cook, shop, and bake, may we also pay  
attention to our inner preparations for the coming of the Christ Child! 

I am especially grateful for the rich ethnic diversity of congregations who worship on our  
campus. On Sunday, December 7, we welcome the Marshallese Assembly of God  
congregation, Pastor Brandy Karben who will sing for us during worship. Their  
congregation leave for another commitment following their special music. We welcome the 
Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga to worship with us. Pastor Stiven Pousima will assist with 
communion. The Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa will worship with 
us as well. Pastor Take Sunia will be off island. Please welcome these other congregations 
and pastors to our worship! What a special joy it is to celebrate communion with a diverse 
group. 

In a recent Deacons meeting we talked about the 5 congregations worshiping in our midst. We 
talked about these congregations worshiping on the CHC campus being part of our ministry 
and mission. While I met with the Deacons, I’m told the Trustees expressed appreciation for 
donations from these congregations. In the November Council meeting we had a conversation 
about this as well. What a wonderful sense of mission and ministry – to extend ourselves to in-
clude the 5 other congregations which worship on our campus. In addition to those mentioned 
above are: The Chuukese Church, Pastor Saburo Robert, and United Church of Christ of 
Pohnpei, Pastor Ichiro Annes. 

Advent Blessings! 

Mary 

Every Member Canvas – Celebration Sunday 

 

 Thank you to everyone that turned in their pledge cards.  
We received 38 to date, for a total of $114,444.00.  This is half way to 
our goal of $225,000.00.  If you already turned in your pledge card, 
thank you.  If you have not turned it in, please do so as quickly as  
possible.  If you have question you can talk with me. 
 

   Millie Daikawa, Every member Search Committee 
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From the Board of Stewardship and Mission 

 

We are again recruiting volunteers for the Peanut Butter Ministry  
project held at the Hilo Methodist Church.   Church of the Holy Cross is  
responsible for providing a team of 4 members on the 2nd Thursday of each month 
from 2-4 pm to prepare the chili and hotdog main dish, fresh vegetable salad, rice, dessert and 
beverages for those needing a hot meal.     
 

I am preparing the schedule of teams for the first quarter of 2015 and would like to invite  
anyone interested in helping to let me know so I may add your name to our list.   If we have 
enough volunteers, you would not be assigned to go every month.   If you would like to be a 
substitute, we would like to know that, too.    See me at church, or call me at 981-5761 to let 
me know of your interest or for more information by Monday, December 22nd, so I may  
prepare the schedule.  Thank you!       
 

Anne Sadayasu 

I would like to thank this year’s 2014 Budget Committee for their 
work in helping us to adopt a new budget for 2015.  The Committee 
consisted of Roberta Chu, Sue Smith, Bob Smith, Joyce Nakamoto, 
Moira Tanaka, Peter Tadaki, Stefan Tanouye and Carolyn  
Lum-Bellem.  Thank you everyone for a job well done!!!  Eric 

ADVENT IS HERE!!! 
 

Here’s what went on for the Advent preparations:   15 wreaths were made 
last  week.  Woody Kita helped  trim couple of evergreens from our CHC 
yard. Carolyn Lum-Bellem, Kay Kawachika and Margaret Torigoe 
trimmed them to wreath-making size.  Kay K.- great teacher, Connie 

Yoshiyama, NJ Moses,  Bev Dodo, Gail Wung, Jane Kawazoe, Anne Sa-
dayasu, Anna Kennedy, Esther Kodani and Margaret haku’d the wreaths. 
  

 

Kay made the Advent wreath and Anna provided the holder for the Christ 
candle. 
 

These are the families for Advent candle lighting as worship starts:   
 

Nov. 30 - Anna and Biff Kennedy and granddaughters, Harriet, Olive & daughter, Sarah 

Dec. 7 - James and Connie Yoshiyama and granddaughter, Angela Martin 

Dec. 14 - Reilly and Faith Narruhns: John, Johnalynn, Johanna and Ernest Rechy 

Dec. 21 - Nuu Loa, Malia Mattos and Swin Loa.  
 

The large tree was cut and set up by Karl Kawahara, Jayson Rekis, Pedro Enica and  
Edgar Torigoe;  also Christian and Theone Albano were a big help doing whatever. 
 

The Bethlehem Star were set-up by JP Thoma, Anna, Pastor Mary and Margaret. 
Angels were the work of Connie Y., Carol Morioka, Gloria Kobayashi  and Anne. The Giving 
Tree was decorated by Amy Shiroma, Moira Tanaka, Anna, Harriet and Olive Marusek.  
Greens over doors:  Branches were cut by Woody and put up by Moira, Gail Wung and others.   
The banners were changed by Gary Loyd and Pastor Mary.  Amy even thought to feed us!    
We did it!!! Thank you to all!!! 

The Budget Committee 
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Fifteen evergreen wreaths along the walls and evergreen branches over all the sanctuary doors 
welcome parishioners to the Church of the Holy Cross this Christmas. At the annual Hanging 
of the Greens on Saturday, November 29, volunteers also decorated two Christmas trees and 
raised the Star of Bethlehem scene and two trumpeting angels as the focal points of the  
Christmas decorations.   
 

The beautiful blue paper-cut Star of Bethlehem has 36 detailed  
cutouts of apples, autumn leaves, butterflies, cactus, a cornucopia, 
doves, evergreens, flowers, giraffes, grapes, a manger scene, palm 
trees, raindrops, a river valley, the solar system, spider web, stars 
and wheat.  At the bottom of the panel is the city of Bethlehem, all 
lit up.  Two accompanying “flying” angels have detailed cutouts of angels, a camel, donkey, a 
manger scene, shepherds, sheep, stars and the wise men. 
 

For the past eight or nine years, we have raised the star and angels, which were designed by 
Alice Helen Masek who has a web presence under the name, Prayerful Papercutting. She had 
other paper cutting projects, but our last correspondence with her was in 2011. 
 

The main Christmas tree features “Chrismons” symbols of Christmas such as the manger, star, 
crown, fish, rainbow, apple, dove, heart, ladder and the Jesse tree.  Eight banners along the side 
walls of the sanctuary also feature Chrismons. 
 

The second “Giving Tree” encourages worshippers to bring toiletries for a needy charity and 
canned goods and perishables for the Food Basket. 

THE GIVING TREE 

 

Please bring non perishable foods and 
toiletries to church with you this 
month.  They will be placed under our 
“Giving Tree” which is located in the 
back of the Sanctuary.  The food 
items will go to the Food Bank and 
the toiletries to community agencies 
serving homeless  
individuals. 
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Japan Revisited 11/14/2014 

March 6-17, 2014 

Part I of II 
 

It took a long time coming but after about 50 or so years I took my second trip to the land of the rising sun and condos.  The trip it-
self was great but all the walking took its toll on my aging body.  Fifty years ago I was a spunky “lad” 28 years of age ready to take 
on the greatest challenges that world had to offer.  The challenge: 7 weeks in the land of plenty, traveling, eating whatever I wanted, 
drinking beer like it was going out of style, walking like the locals did and other extremes of behavior only a 28 year old boy could 
withstand.  Oh yes, we did quite a bit of walking—even venturing to the top of Fuji San (as it is referred to in Japan).  Despite my 
hoggish appetite, I lost 10 pounds due all the walking, I guess?  Things have changed drastically (my age and my bout with Parkin-
son’s Disease) have made a tremendous difference in my lifestyle.   
 

The preparation for the trip took quite a while to accomplish.  Acquiring a passport was one of the reasons for the time consumption.  
It was not a difficult process but it took time—a lot of time.  Some other things that needed to be done were the acquisition of the rail 
passes and Travel Insurance which I’m glad that I had gotten it for reasons which we’ll see later.  Having gotten all the preliminaries 
out of the way, we hopped on a flight that eventually dropped us off at the airport in Fukuoka Ken.   The flight was quite uneventful 
and (mercifully) short.  An then started a series of jogs here, there and it seems everywhere.  (Remember this is 50 years after my 
first trip!) 
 

Our first stop was at a bank at the airport to change our dollars to yen.  The pr4ocess is quite simple but it was here that I forgot y 
cane and my troubles began.  (You see I had bought that specific type of cane so I would not lose it.  It had a tripod like stand which 
could be left to stand by itself if your two hands were needed for some transaction.)  But as I was a novice with newly-acquired toy I 
forgot it at my first stop.  I got it back on the last day in Japan when I played my hunch and checked with the bank where we made 
our first stop to change our money.  But of course did not have the use of it for the entire trip.  We then proceeded to the Tokyo Inn 
where we were to spend the4 night.  As instructed I got a pass which would entitle me to get reduced rates at future stays at any To-
kyo Inn. 
 

The next day we headed for the great city of Tokyo.  We went there on the Shinkan Sen or Bullet Train as it is popularly known.  It 
is a people over and it is very fast.  It is always on time. We whizzed through town after town and finally made it to the Shinagawa 
Station in Tokyo.  We faced hoards of people but I was reminded that this is nothing compared to rush hour weekday crowd. (More 
on this later!)  We spent an uneventful night at the Tokyo Inn which I found out later to be a chain of hotels like the Best Western, I 
guess?  The next stop was a different experience altogether.  We were met by my relatives—cousins to be exact.  They had a banner 
which read “Welcome Comao San” (I immediately noticed the misspelling of my middle name but I did not tell them about it as it 
was certainly no big deal.  It was a first meeting for all of us concerned, so there was no need to be concerned about the small stuff.  
We went directly to the Koriyama Inn where we were treated to some noodle dish while my cousin Akiko entertained us.  
 

Here, I would like to relate a story told to me by one of my brothers.  My brothers—Sam & Sho were on a trip to Japan and when 
they got to the Fukushima area Sam wanted to have his clothes pressed so he asked one of the ladies at the hotel for a hinoshi or an 
iron to press his clothes.  She went to the manager to consult with him about the matter.  She got the needed iron.  Knowing that they 
were from Hawaii she ventured a query to the effect that she had relatives in Hawaii.  Viola!  It turned out that the relatives that she 
had in mind were in fact my brothers who were her first cousins.  When I related this story to Akiko, she said that she was the one 
who provided them with the iron.  I was dumbfounded to hear her say that.  It was a coincidence of immeasurable proportions-both 
instances-that I don’t think that I’ll ever forget.  The rest of the gang with to Aomori where they were treated to a snow storm which 
reminds me of the zuzu ben story which goes something like this:  The people of northern Japan (some of them) have a funny way of 
speaking which is referred to as “zuzu” ben by older Japanese people.  My uncle Kumazo Akazawa spoke a brand of zuzu which was 
very hard to comprehend.  He was from Niigata Ken.  It’s alleged that the reason for the zuzuness is because winters are so cold that 
they couldn't open their mouths in the frigid winters and thus resorted to zuzu which sounds like speaking with pursed lips.  I 
changed my time for departing from Japan for this reason.  Al had asked me to change my day of departure so that we could go to a 
sake-tasting affair in Niigata.  It seems that area is known for some quality sake products.  The rice to make the sake is of a different 
kind or in Niigata is different thus making the Niigata one’s superior.  When we got to the place of tasting we were confronted with a 
super long line of people waiting to get into the building where the tasting was being held.  It was a super long line with a few line-

cutters.  After about an hour in we finally got to where the action was. We surrendered our tickets and were given free reign of the 
place.  It turned out to be a super event with all the sake especially from the Niigata area.  It was worth changing my reservation to 
accommodate the sake event. Although I’m not an imbibed that I once was, I enjoyed the camaraderie that accompanied this event.  
But as the saying goes, “All good things must come to an end!” so we bade farewell to Niigata and headed for Fukuoka.  I was alone 
on the trip home as the others stayed longer to visit with relatives. 
 

Japan is an unusual place in many ways, let me explain by illustration.  I’ve already related the tale about my missing cane.  Another 
example is of the willingness of the natives to come to the aid of people in “distress”.  One night after having dinner at a restaurant 
we decided to walk back to the hotel but the four of the asked me if I knew where our hotel was located.  “Yes!”, I replied. But a 
combination of factors caused me to miss my hotel and I found myself going in circles trying to locate my hotel.  It was frustrating 
me until I came across a fellow who seemed helpful.  I told him I was looking for a Tokyo Inn.  He promptly led me to a Tokyo Inn 
and although it was the wrong one of the two in town, I eventually got back to the place amid laughter and teasing by the others.  It 
was good to see familiar faces! 
 

These two incidents (including the one about the lost cane) gave me a sense of appreciation for the land of my ancestors.   
Everyone I know of who has visited Japan will tell you of some variation of these stories—without fail.  There was another incident 
which involved all of us getting help from locals going out of their way to help us find our way to a hotel.  This was more involved 
and critical case but suffice it to say that we were on the receiving end of help which we paid for it by inviting them for dinner. 
 

Remember the cane that I had forgotten on my initial contact with Japan? Well, that would cause me trouble as I look in retrospect.  
Here’s what happened!  I had a fall while at a hotel in Koriyama.  I was rushing along near the foyer of the hotel and there was a 
slight protrusion on a relatively level surface which I kicked as I was hurrying along and I went flying landing on my chest which 
caused a fractured rib. (I found this out when Akiko, concerned about my fall, asked me if I wanted to go to the Emergency Room to 
check on the extent of damage done to my body.)  The point is that if I had the cane with me, I wouldn’t have been taking off in the 
first place to cause the damage that it did……….  
      …………………………… to be continued……. 
 

By Karl Kawahara 
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The Messenger 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the 
Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo.  If you have an article 

please either send it via email in word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via post.  The next issue will 
be December 17, 2014. All articles should be sent in no later 

than the Tuesday before.   
 
 

 

December Ushers: 
Moira Tanaka 
Esther Kodani 
Newton Chu 

Karl Kawahara 
 

December 7, 2014 
Chapel Decorations 

Jean Kita 
Layreader: 

Mary Ann Katayama 
 

December 14, 2014 
Chapel Decorations 

Beverly Dodo 
Layreader: 
Jayson Rekis 

 
December 21, 2014 

Chapel Decorations 
Cindy Debus 
(Poinsettias) 
Layreader: 

Margaret Torigoe 
 

December 28, 2014 
Chapel Decorations 

Laura Ota 
Layreader: 

Sue Smith 

03 Marshall,     
      Katy 

04 Kawazoe,  
      Janine 

07 Kuwaye,       
      Glenn 

 Yamada,       
      Martha 

08 Suzuki, Jill 
13 Fujimoto, Alice 

 Fukuda, Sachie 

17 Hayashi, Saeko 

18 Yokoyama, Jay 

21 Tadaki, Lynn 

25 Nishida, Bessie 

 Takemoto,  
Setsuko 

 

In Loving Memory  
of   

Masako Kuwaye 
March 13, 1920 to November 4, 2014 

 
Friday, December 12, 2014 

 
10 a.m. Visitation 
11 a.m. Memorial 

 

 In Loving Memory  
of   

Yoshio Yanagihara 
June 29, 1923 to November 23, 2014 

 
Our prayers are with his loving wife,  

Sachiko 

Bible Study  
every Monday  

at 6:30 p.m. in the  
Pastor’s Study and  

Wednesday  
(TBA) at 9:30 am. 

 
“A thrill of  HOPE, The Christmas Story in Word and Art”:  

Beginning Monday, Dec. 1, 6:30 pm and Wednesday, Dec. 3, 9:30 am  

Bible Study for Adults, features beautiful artwork by John August  
Swanson plus commentary by premier Bible scholars, Thomas Long, & 
Carol Newsome. There are six brief  reflections on passages from  
Matthew and Luke: a visit; the nativity; the shepherds; epiphany;  
presentation in the temple; and flight into Egypt. We’ll watch a DVD and 
reflect on the Christmas story. Check for location as it may change. Come 
and enjoy the Christmas story in word and art! 
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