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CHURCH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday 

9:00 am-01:30pm 
 

Wednesday 
09:30 am—12:15 pm 

 

Chur h of the Holy Cross, U ited Chur h of Christ 

 West La ikaula St., Hilo, Ha aii  

 -   holy rosshilo@ha aii.rr. o  

.holy rosshilo. o  

The Messenger  

Nov. 19, 2014 

Important Dates to  
Remember: 

 
Thurs, Nov. 20 
Senior Ministry 

 
Thurs, Nov. 20 
Women’s Fellowship 

 
Sat, Nov. 22 

SERVICE DAY 
 

Sun, Nov. 23 
Every Member  

Canvas 
 

Tues, Nov. 25 
Thanksgiving  
Celebration  

 
Sat, Nov. 29 

Hanging of  the Greens 
Advent Prep. 

 
Sun, Nov. 30 

Board of   
Stewardship  
& Missions 

 

Sat, No .  

SERVICE DAY 

 

We ill e doi g  
arpet a d pe  lea i g.  

 

Please BLAST the date a d get the ord out for  
Volu teers, Fa ily & Frie ds.  

We hope to ha e a ig tur out. 
 

Su day, No e er  

E ery Me er Ca as—  
Cele raio  Su day! 

 

Spe ial Tha ksgi i g orship ser i e 

 Refresh e ts to follo  i  the  
Buildi g of Faith. 

Pledge Cards Will Be A aila le at Chur h. 

Su day, De e er th 

    I stallaio  of Oi ers  
            Duri g Worship 

 

             Christ as Caroli g 

 

Meet at the Chur h at  p. .  Mr. Wata a e ill e aki g his 
fa ous Portuguese Bea  Soup. 

Sunday, December 21 
“Instant Pageant” 

All Persons Invited to be part of  Christmas Pageant. 
 

Wednesday,  
December 24 at 7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve  
Worship 

 
Caroling, Candlelight  
& Christmas Stories 
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Advent is……the season including 4 Sundays before Christmas. It is a season 
of  anticipation and preparation for the joyous festival of  Christmas that honors 
Christ’s birth. We anticipate Christ’s birth once again and anticipate Christ’s 
return at the close of  history. The season focuses on the hope that Christ’s birth 
will also be a rebirth and a deepening of  our faith. The color of  the season is 
violet or purple, although some churches use blue. 
 

We prepare for Christmas in many ways: cleaning our homes, cooking, purchasing and wrapping 

presents. As we prepare for Christ’s birth once again, the most important preparation we can 
make is in our hearts. Please plan to worship with us on Sundays and make use of  the Advent 

devotional material available at the rear of  the sanctuary! 

Advent Devotional Materials 
 
Special Advent Devotional booklets are available for all ages! Youth have one called It’s 
Adventageous. There are age appropriate resources for both younger and older elementary children: 
Tidings of  Comfort and Joy, or Guess Who’s Coming for Christmas! Their teachers will have them 
available. Also this year there are special Advent cards for parents and grandparents of  children who 
may or may not attend Sunday School at Church of  the Holy Cross. For the cards see a 
container at the rear of  the sanctuary.   
 
For adults we have a devotional booklet with writings by Henri Nouwen, entitled Wait for the 
Lord. Nouwen is one of  the most popular spiritual writers of  the last century. Nouwen’s insights 
will add depth and self-discovery to our spiritual journey as we await the birth of  the Christ Child. 
Look for these booklets at the rear of  the sanctuary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Corner 

It was a joy to have Rev. Donald Schmidt with us at CHC 
and preach about stewardship on Nov. 16!  He wrote to me 
yesterday:  “You have an exciting and dynamic church and 
it’s fun to be with you all!”  I’ll add my YES to that! 
 
On Sunday, November 22, we will celebrate our Every 

Member Canvas Sunday:  Please bring your pledge card with you.  If  you have not received one, 
pledge cards will be available at church.  During the time of  the offering all persons are invited 
to bring your offering or your pledge card  forward—place them in the basket and receive 
a blessing.  Then we will make a fellowship circle around the sanctuary as we do on Communion 
Sundays and have a closing hymn and benediction.  Following the worship service there will be a 
special refreshment time in the Building of  Faith.  Thank you to those who are bringing food! 
 
Blessed to be a Blessing… has been our theme this year for stewardship.  As I reflect on my 
blessings I give thanks for good health, friends and family, my wonderful husband, Gary.  I give 
thanks for this generous congregation, for our many able leaders, for the ability to share our cam-
pus with 5 other new congregations from several Pacific Islands.  I give thanks for the beauty of  
the island of  Hawai’i and for the bounty of  the earth and sea that we eat.  I give thanks for God’s 
abundant blessings and for the ability to bless others in service through the church.  We are 
blessed so we may become a blessing to others! 
 
Many thanks to our Stewardship Committee: Millie Daikawa, Woody Kita, and  
Connie Yoshiyama for their leadership this year. 
 
Peace & Joy, 
Mary 
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Pre-publication copies of  Aloha ‘Aina Volume II, More Big Island 
Memories are now available.  The book has contributions from 85 

people who have shared their personal memoirs, poems and short 

stories, paintings, photographs and sculptures depicting life on  

Hawaii Island before and around the 1960’s. 

Included are selections by Big Island authors Arnold Hiura, Gar-

rett Hongo, Patsy Y. Iwasaki, Frances Kakugawa, Juliet Kono, Da-

vid Shapiro and Lois Ann Yamanaka.  There are also stories about 

the Chicken Store on Mamo Street, Hilo Drug, Koehnen’s KTA 
SuperStores, HPM Building Supply and Café 100. 

The Church of  the Holy Cross connections are these: Personal 

memoirs were shared by Robert Fujimoto, Milton and Pat Hakoda, Gloria Kobayashi, Teddy  

Mukai and Margaret Torigoe.  Teddy’s story is about Seichi Mukai, Ichiko Hisanaga and Ethel  
Yoshimasu’s father.  There is artwork by Timothy and Jordan Nakamoto and Richard Mortemore 
and paintings from the collections of  Newton and Roberta Chu and Craig Fujioka. 

The book is a fundraising effort for the East Hawaii Cultural Center and is dedicated to the late 

artist, Kay Yokoyama.  Until November 30, you may purchase the book at a pre-publication pur-

chase price of  15% off  the sales prices.  Black & White version is being offered for $29.95; the 

color version, which has all the artwork in color is $38.75.  Regular prices arte $35 & $45.   

Order forms are available from Gloria Kobayashi, the book’s editor, or by calling EHCC At  
961-5711. 

 

The theme for the 2014 Christmas Fund Offering is “A Light Is Drawing Near”.  For 112 years, 
the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of  the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a way which 
we, as members of  the United Church of  Christ reflect the light of  Jesus Christ in the lives of  the 
many women and men who have so faithfully served.  The generous gifts of  UCC congregations 
and individuals to the Christmas Fund enabled the Pension Board’s Ministerial Assistance program 
to provide some form of  assistance to impact the lives of  some 900  
persons during the past year. 
 
Assistance took the form of  Christmas thank you checks to 543 retired UCC clergy/lay church 
employees and monthly pension supplementation for 408 lower-income retired UCC clergy or lay 
employees.  Health premium supplementation as well as emergency grants were also included in 
this assistance.  In 2013, your gifts totaled over $1,545,000, reminding these veterans of  the Cross 
that they had not been forgotten and that the  Church is grateful for their service. 
 
Your gift to the Christmas Fund helps sustain and express our gratitude to clergy and lay  
employees whose caring keeps God’s presence with us and inspires each of  us to find ways to use 
our gifts to bless our congregation and our world. 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Christmas Eve Decorations 

 
Please sign up for Poinsettias on the bulletin board next to J’s Café.  Cost is $9.20 per 

pot.  This includes the pot cover. 
 

Last day to sign up is Sunday, Nov. 30th. Checks may be made out to  
Cynthia Debus.  Flowers may be picked up after the Christmas Eve Service. 



4                                 

 

ADVENT PREPARATIONS 
 

Advent starts on the last Sunday of  the month,  
right after Thanksgiving.   

 
Preparations are being made so please keep dates in mind to help 

put up the decorations for Advent:   
 

Saturday, November 29 – 9 a.m.   
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS when we put up the trees, decorate the trees, change the  
banners to Christmas banners, hang greens over the doorways, etc.  Please plan to come and help. 
 
Each Sunday, we have a family light the Advent Candle in the short service at the beginning of  

worship in Advent.  If  you would like to volunteer your family to do the service, please let  

Margaret know – call 895-0994.  We need a family to light the Christ candle during the Christmas 

Eve Candlelight service. 

Re e er These Dates 

 

Thursday, November 20 
Senior Ministry 
10 am—12 pm 

Free Luncheon in the Building of  Faith 
Woody Kita will be speaking of  about  

the “Dana Project” 
 

Women’s Fellowship  
Building of  Faith after Senior Ministry  

     Budget for 2015 will be discussed and  
voted upon. 

Sunday,  
November 30 

Board of  Stewardship & 
Missions  

after Service in Lounge. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday,  
November 25  

at 7 p.m. 
Thanksgiving Celebration  

Interfaith  
Community 

In Action at First  
Protestant Church 

(Near Hospital) 

Bible Study  
every Monday  

at 6:30 p.m. in the  
Pastor’s Study and Wednesday in the Lounge at 9:30 

am. 
 

“A thrill of  HOPE, The Christmas Story in Word and Art”: Beginning Monday, Dec. 1, 6:30 
pm and Wednesday, Dec. 3, 9:30 am Bible Study for Adults, features beautiful artwork by John 
August Swanson plus commentary by premier Bible scholars, Thomas Long, and Carol Newsome. 
There are six brief  reflections on passages from Matthew and Luke: a visit; the nativity; the shep-
herds; epiphany; presentation in the temple; and flight into Egypt. We’ll watch a DVD and reflect 
on the Christmas story. Check for location as it may change. Come and enjoy the Christmas story 
in word and art! 
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The Messenger 
The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the Holy Cross 
in Hilo.  If you have an article please either send it via email in word format to 
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via post.  The next issue will be December 3, 2014. 
All articles should be sent in no later than the Tuesday before.   
 

 

November Ushers: 
Ethel Yoshimasu 

Eric Tanouye 
Jenny Kondo 

Margaret Torigoe 
Anne Sadayasu 

 
Nov. 23, 2014 

Chapel Decorations: 
Connie Yoshiyama 

Layreader: 
Margaret Torigoe 

 
Nov. 30, 2014 

Chapel Decorations 
Sachi Ohata 
Ruth Ohata 
Layreader: 

Reilly Narruhn 
 

December 7, 2014 
Chapel Decorations 

Jean Kita 
Layreader: 

Mary Ann Katayama 
 

December 14, 2014 
Chapel Decorations 

Beverly Dodo 
Layreader: 
Jayson Rekis 

 
December 21, 2014 

Chapel Decorations 
Cindy Debus 
(Poinsettias) 
Layreader: 

Margaret Torigoe 
 

December 28, 2014 
Chapel Decorations 

Laura Ota 
Layreader: 
Sue Smith 

 

20 
Raymond Kobayashi 

24 
Margaret Gota 
Gordon Inouye 

27 
Marlson Selifis 

28 
Rosendo Selifis 

29 
Elise Duponte 

Lois Jean Tanouye 
30 

Kendal Ushijima 

In Loving Memory  
of   

Masako Kuwaye 
March 13, 1920 to November 4, 2014 

 
Friday, December 12, 2014 

 
10 a.m. Visitation 
11 a.m. Memorial 

 

Announcement: 

Congratulations 

Arson & Della Maras who were united in 
marriage on Saturday,  
November 16 at CHC! 

May God bless your life together!  

Wreath Making 
Sunday, November 23 & 
Monday, November 24 

At 9 am in J’s Café 
 

Please Come and Help  
Make Wreaths to Decorate  

our Church!! 


