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CHURCH  
OFFICE HOURS 

 
Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 
Thursday & Friday 
9:00 am-01:30pm 

 
Lunch 

11:00 am—11:30 am 
 

Church of the Holy Cross, United Church of Christ 

 West La ikaula St., Hilo, Hawaii  

 -   holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.co  

www.holycrosshilo.co  

The Messenger  

Oct. ,  

Important Dates 
to  

Remember: 
 

October 19,  
Congregational 

Gathering 
What are we  

learning? 
 

October 19,  
General  

Membership 
Meeting 

(Budget & Election) 

 
October 21, 

Council Meeting 
 

October 26, 
All Saints Day 

and Homecoming 
with Potluck 

Sunday, Oct. 26th 
 

All Saints Candle Lighting Service and  
Homecoming Potluck 

 

You are invited to the Church’s annual All Saints’ Candle Lighting  
Service and Homecoming Pot-luck on Sunday, October 26.  We will be lighting 

candles to honor the memory of those members and friends who have passed 

away.  This solemn observance will be followed by an all-church Home-coming 

potluck after worship service.  Please give Pastor Mary the name of your loved 

ones so we can call out their name and remember them by ringing our church 

bell. 

                 Congregational Gatherings  
October 19 

 
A light lunch follows the Congregational Meeting.  We’ll 
reflect on what we’ve learned about Church of the Holy 
Cross in previous events—what we value as a congrega-
tion and our God given gifts and talents.  This series has 
been part of our interim work as a congregation. 

October 19th 
 

General Membership Meeting & Election of Officers 
Immediately following worship 

 
 Budget presented for Congregational approval 

see page #4 Budget Committee Article by R. Chu, Treasurer 
 
 Election of Officers 
       see page #4 Church Council proposed slate for 2015 Officers and Boards 
 

Senior Ministry 
Oct. 23rd, Thursday 

10 a.m. in the Building of Faith 
The Senior Ministry will be making deliveries for  

people “shut-In”.  They will need volunteers to  
deliver meals and flowers. 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 16 Associate Conference Minister,  
Donald Schmidt, Guest Speaker 

Rev. Donald Schmidt will be our guest speaker in 10 am worship, as we reflect 
on our Stewardship of all God’s gifts to us! Come here this excellent preacher! 

Sunday, November 23, Every Member Canvas – Celebration Sunday! 

In our Thanksgiving worship service we celebrate all God’s good gifts to us. 
During worship everyone is invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing as “God’s Good Steward.” Those who wish are invited to bring 
their pledge card forward. All are invited to bring their offerings and gifts for-
ward. Following worship there will be refreshments. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Church, 
 
In August we looked at the history of Church of the Holy Cross and witnessed the powerful 
early local mission of 1) caring for the “unprotected women and children” and 2) opening up housing 
for young immigrant men studying a trade to improve their lives. What a powerful ministry for this 
young congregation of immigrants from Japan! 

In 2014, how marvelous that the International Young Adult Association is a presence at CHC – 
please see the thank you for Aloha Chuuk below. Today we have 5 other congregations worshiping on 
our campus. It’s great that we can support the ministries of other immigrant congregations! 

As we reflected on the Identity of CHC in the Congregational Gatherings, we have looked at what 
CHC values. This is what persons said on October 5: Acceptance as we are, diversity, respect. Fellow-
ship, community, friendship. Joy. Stewardship. Servant leadership. Peace. Love. Trust & faith. Local 
and Global Mission. Justice. Compassion, grace, mercy, and forgiveness. We’ll reflect on these more 
on October 19 – please come & help us! Our conversations help us come to understand who God calls 
CHC to be and what God calls CHC to do now and in the future. We are looking at the IDENTITY of 
CHC. 

As you recall the 5 Tasks of the Congregation during the Interim are: 1. Coming to terms with the his-
tory. 2. Discovering a new identity. 3. Managing shifts of leadership. 4. Rethinking UCC linkages.  
5. Commitment to new leadership and a new future. 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in these conversations and to those who have made us 
lunch! Please meet with us this coming Sunday, October 19! 

Peace & Joy, 

Mary 

October 10, 2014 

 

Dear Rev. Mary Olney Loyd, and Brothers and Sisters at The Holy Cross Church, 
 

On behalf of everyone at "Tongei Chuuk Ministry", I would like to extend our heart-felt  
gratitude for the gifts and blessings you have sent us.   We want to assure you that people here 
are blessed and many more will also receive their share as we plan to visit villages and other 
islands in Chuuk.   One of the blessings of working for the Chuuk Department of Education is 
that  we, Paul and I, will be traveling to different islands in Chuuk  throughout the school year 
for school accreditation visits.   God has already orchestrated job and ministry according to his 
plan.   A very kind woman is allowing us to store everything in her vacant warehouse.   
She also sent men to help unload and transport everything to the warehouse. Paul is still in the 
mainland wrapping up with his last speaking engagement  and visiting family members and 
friends before heading back.. Again, thank you very much for blessing children, women, and 
men in Chuuk.   Blessings to you all! 
 

Aileen Otoko,  
for Rev. Paul Otoko 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 

We received this “Thank-you” letter from the Tongei Chuuk Ministry.  Customs finally released the 
items in the container Thursday last week. Tax exempt status was granted and quite a few people 
came to help unload and transport items.  
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Jennifer Doudna, a daughter of former church members, Martin and  
Dorothy Doudna, is a Hilo High School graduate who is a potential Nobel 
Prize winner for her work with precision genome engineering. 
 
Earlier this year, Dr. Doudna was awarded the $100,000 Lurie Prize in  

biomedical sciences for her research work.  This award goes to the outstanding promising scientists 
age 52 or under.  We are certainly proud of this former Hilo girl. 

(This story was heard on Hawaii Public Radio on October 13, 2014 and can be found on the npr.org 
website through a search for “Jennifer Doudna.”) - it has been modified/edited. 

From the Board of Stewardship and Mission 
 

Alzheimer’s Walk:  
Church of the Holy Cross Team 

 
Fifteen members walked the Prince Kuhio Plaza Mall on Oct. 
11th to raise funds to fight Alzheimer’s Disease: Eileen Shiraishi, 
Mary Ann Katayama, Kay Kawachika, Connie Yoshiyama, Es-
ther Kodani, Millie Daikawa, Setsuko Takemoto, Gloria  
Kobayashi (+ 2 grandchildren), Ruth DuPonte, Lei Cruz,  
Merle Okabe, Pastor Mary and Woody Kita.   

 
The team was the third highest in funds raised for the 
Hilo Alzheimer’s Walk and received prizes of stay at the 
Queen Kapiolani Hotel (Oahu), admissions to Imiloa, 
and Kozmic Cones gift certificates.  Lucky number prizes 
won included cookies from Big Island Candies and golf 
for 2 at Mauna Lani.  Except for the cookies which will be 
shared at the Oct 19 congregational meeting, other prizes 
will be turned over to J’s Mini Mart for mission funds.  
Mahalo for your support! 

Announcement 

  AN UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 

The Church Profile was made available in the sanctuary for two Sundays.  Copies are in the church 
office for anyone’s perusal.  Reverend Diane Weible, staff of the Hawaii Conference, will be posting 
the position on the UCC website very shortly.  Along with basic data, the following Ministry  
Description will be included. 

 
“The Church of the Holy Cross, founded in 1891, is historically an Asian-American church in Hilo 
on the Big Island of Hawaii.  Located in a community of around  50,000 and adjacent to the  
University of Hawaii  at Hilo, the church is a financially-sound,  open-minded congregation of                           
approximately 200 members of mixed heritage.  The church seeks an energetic and spiritual leader 
whose preaching and teaching relate to our daily lives and connect us to our mission in the  
Community and the world.  We are looking for a pastor who will help the church transition to the 
next generation of leaders in our community.” 

 
A deadline for submission of Ministerial Profiles will be established.  The Search Committee will 

keep the members informed about our progress. 

Words Shared By Irene Okada 
 

Since God created us with the freedom to choose how we live, we need to be 
more responsible and listen to God as He continually guides us.  We need 
to live a life of stewardship and not just be grateful for His many blessings.  
We need to protect the world he created and help His people.  We need to 
protect the world from pollution and global warming.  We also need to help 
people in poverty as well as from greed, violence and terrorism.  We need 
to be good stewards according to Micah 6:8 
 

“What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.” 
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Reminder 
Neighbors In Need 

 
This is a reminder about the Neighbors in Need special offering used to support the UCC’s Justice 
and Witness Ministries, including the Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM).   
This offering, which we will receive during October supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. Two thirds of the offering is used to fund a wide array of local and 
national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts and direct service projects. One third supports the 
Council for American Indian Ministries. Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations 
and one urban, multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and 
their pastors are supported by CAIM which is also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 indi-
viduals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations in 
the U.S. You received an offering envelope in your last Messenger. Please use this envelope to make 
your contribution. Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible.  

Announcement from the Budget Committee 
 
The following questions were received by the Budget Committee and 
here are answers from Roberta Chu, Treasurer: 
 
What process did the Budget Committee go through to come up with the 
proposed budget?   Each board was asked to review its past budget and 
submit its proposal for the 2015 budget.  These board numbers were 
used to come up with the proposed budget.  The Building & Equipment 

and Administration items were based on past year and known future year changes (i.e. repair & 
maintenance, trash, custodial services, insurance and utilities). 
 
Why was the estimated receipts from Miscellaneous sources not explained in more detail?    In past 
years, the budget has been "balanced" by increasing pledges as noted in the 2012 and 2013 budgets.  
Last year, it was clear that relying on increased pledges to balance the budget was not prudent.   
As such, the Miscellaneous category was used in hopes that increased building rentals and another 
event event/ program/ use of the campus would create a means to raise $10,000 needed to cover 
total expenses.  There has been no decisions and therefore no details to report on how to do this.  
In 2013, attention to reducing expenses through moving to a part-time office manager, better con-
trol of office expenses and delay of some repair and maintenance to the church facilities caused  
actual results to move from a loss in 2012 to a positive position in 2013.  We cannot depend on  
cutting expenses to balance the budget.  There is a need to figure out other ways to increase church 
revenues/ receipts. The Council and the Boards need your help and energy to accomplish this im-
portant task. 
 
Why is the amount budgeted for IYAA more than for Sunday School?  Why is the Picnic a Christian 
Education activity?   These questions will be answered at the Sunday, 10/19 meeting after service. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone.  Thank you to the individual that asked these questions.  It is  
important that everyone understand as much as possible the finances of the Church.  I really  
appreciate your input, comments and support.  Mahalo nui,   
 
Roberta Chu, Treasurer 

Church Council proposed slate for  
2015 for Officers and Boards 

 
Officers 
 
Moderator - Woody (Elwood) Kita 
Vice Moderator - Open 
Secretary – Margaret Torigoe 
Treasurer – Roberta Chu 
Auditor – Peter Tadaki 
Historian -Open 
Past Moderator – Sue (Suzanne) Smith 
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Volunteers 

 
October Ushers: 

Ben Masutomi 
Rei Masutomi 
Sets Takemoto 

Dorothy Matsui 
Tammy Nagami 

 
October 19, 2014 

Chapel Decorations: 
M/M Mark Sakumoto 

Childcare:  
Carolyn Lum-Bellum 

Layreader: 
Barbara Iwami 

 
October 26, 2014 

Chapel Decorations: 
M/M Richard Miyake 

Childcare:  
Joanne Hernandez 

Layreader: 
Lei Cruz 

 
October Birthdays 

 
02  Pacheco, Irene Betty 
03 Akiyama, Shizue 
 Leonard-Osterwalder, 
 Christine 
06 Hayashi, Wataru 
 Ushijima, Margaret 
07 Niino-DuPonte, Ruth 
 Kimura, Johanna 
08 Kusano, Sadako 
09 Sakumoto, Mark 
10 Chen, Christopher 
11 Kita, Erin 
12 Enomoto, Michiko 
 Nakamoto, Jordon 
 Tanouye, Eric 
14 Kita, Jennifer 
17 Ushijima, Andi 
21 Nakamura, Chiyoko 
 Tanaka, Moira 
22 Suzuki, Theone 
25 Mortemore, Avis 
26 Miyashiro, Kimiyo 
 Uchima, Lester 
29 Tachibana, Sumi 
 Tanouye. Mark 
30 Hashimoto, Amy 
 Okuyama, Carl 

The Messenger 
 

The Messenger is a bimonthly newsletter distributed by the Church of the 
Holy Cross in Hilo.  If you have an article please either send it via email in 
word format to holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com or via post.  The next issue 
will be October 29, 2014. All articles should be sent in no later than the 

Tuesday before.   

Church of the Holy Cross Membership Directory 
Update 
 

An insert has been included in the Bulletin for you to update your contact 
information.  Please place the updated insert into the Bulletin Box. 

Please share this information with your family,  
friends and colleagues!  

Mark your calendar   
 

Care Givers Meeting 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 11, 2014. 

*We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
In the building of Faith 

Church of the Holy Cross, 440 West  
Lanikaula Street, Hilo 

 
every Monday at 6:30 p.m. in the  
Pastor’s Study and Wednesday in 

the Lounge at 9:30 am 
 

In October we are studying the   
Sermon on the Mount in  

Matthew chapters 5, 6 & 7 

Entered Life Eternal 
Laura Nakasone 

October 21, 1920—September 26, 2014 
 
 

         Memorial Service at CHC  on Sat, Oct. 25th 
                   10 am Visitation 
                        11 am Memorial Service 

              Luncheon to follow 

 
Call For Leis 

 
Our lei supply for visitors to the church is getting low.  If you have leis we 
can greet our visitors with, please bring them to church and leave them in  

J’s Café.   
 

Thank you. 

Address Correction for Mrs. Carol Melim Address 
 

The last Messenger contained Ms. Melim’s physical address.   
 

Her Mailing Address is: 
c/o Nelia Blanco  

P.O. Box 14 
Na’alehu, HI 96772 


