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A Message from
Interim Pastor Mary
Dear CHC folks,
Gary and I are so grateful for your many
kindnesses and the gifts you have given us since
we arrived in January! Thank you! We are
enjoying all the wonderful fruit and flowers here.
When we arrived there was something that
looked like a stump in the yard of the parsonage
– today lovely orchids (I believe) are blooming on
it! Please tell me the name of this wonderful
plant!
The Search Committee who will search for your
next settled pastor will be forming soon. They
will do intensive work as a team in order to call
the next settled pastor. Did you know – there is
also work for the congregation to do? Yes. There
are at least five areas of thinking, reflecting,
planning and dreaming for us to do together.
Here are the areas that we will be contemplating
in this interim time:
HISTORY of Church of the Holy Cross is an
area we will look at: We will review the
congregation’s heritage. What stories do we wish
to recall and celebrate? Out of the history are
there any concerns that we need to contemplate?
Looking back can help us look forward.
Who is Church of the Holy Cross and
what is our identity today? What are the
gifts and skills of our members? What do we have
to offer persons in the Hilo area? What makes
CHC unique? We’ll reflect on these questions and
consider the needs of our community. What is
God calling CHC to do and be in Hilo?
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Leadership is a consideration in our
interim time together. In this time new
leaders may emerge with gifts and skills to
share with the church. We are open to
learning from one another and welcome
persons with gifts to share with the
congregation.
Relationship with the Hawai’i
Conference United Church of Christ.
Because the Conference Staff will be working
closely with the Search Committee we will be
connected in new ways. This is a great service
that they provide for congregations seeking a
new settled pastor. Also -- Did you know Rev.
Charles Buck comes to CHC for a clergy
gathering each month? Sue Smith and I recently
attended the Leadership Event on Oahu for
UCC church leaders. Out of that event, in
consultation with the Deacons, we have invited
Rev. Donald Schmidt and Ken Makuakane to
lead a Worship Workshop on Saturday
June 14 here at CHC. Anyone interested in
our ministry of worship is welcome to attend.
This workshop will be open to our neighbor
churches as well.
Committing to New Directions in
Ministry means becoming prepared for a new
ministry with the next settled pastor. What have
we learned as a congregation that will help us to
engage a new pastor in a wonderful ministry
together?
As you can see this work will take time, prayer,
planning, reflection, and conversation. There
are things for the entire congregation to do.
There is work for leaders. And the journey we
begin together will be full of grace and
wonderful surprises. For God journeys with us
each and every step of the way. Thanks be to
God for the journey we enter together!
Peace & Joy,
Mary
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One Great Hour of Sharing — 2014
On Sunday, March 30th, the One Great

On average, annual OGHS special offering
receipts total over $3 million. Nearly 70 percent

Hours of Sharing (OGHS) will be collected and

of UCC congregations participate. Right now

dedicated at our church. In 2014, the OGHS

OGHS dollars are bringing long-term relief to

theme is "We are One". The focus is on sharing

Hurricane Katrina victims in New Orleans and to

with our brothers and sisters in need around

the victims of Hurricane Sandy. United in

the world because we are connected with them

Christ, we help provide access to healthy food,

through Christ Jesus.

health care and shelter after devastating storms.

OGHS is one of four special mission
offerings of the UCC, bringing God's message of
love and hope to people in more than eighty
countries. The UCC works with international
partners to provide sources of clean water and
food, education and health care, small business
micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy
and resettlement for refugees and displaced
persons.

An envelope and pamphlet are enclosed
with the messenger. Those members
receiving email will also receive a mailing with
information about this offering.
Through sharing your resources, you are
helping to change lives. Each resource shared
answers God's call to love our neighbor,
because in Christ we are one family.
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SENIOR MINISTRY
SERVICE DAY
There will be a Service Day on March 22, 2014 at
8:30am. Please help support your Church of the
Holy Cross by spending time to clean and upkeep
the campus. Every little bit helps! We hope to
see you there!

Our next senior ministry gathering is scheduled
for Thursday March 27th. "JP" Thoma will
speak about his visit to Japan and also the
Fukushima Project. As usual, a delicious lunch
will be served! Join the group and get to know
each other a little better.

THANK YOU FOR TOIETRIES

Church Volunteers

In January the toiletries which we collected were
donated to Hope Services and to Neighborhood
Place of Puna.

March 16, 2014
Chapel Decorations:
Carolyn Lum-Bellem
Childcare:
Cindy Debus
Layreader: Jane Kawazoe

Neighborhood Place of Puna wrote “Thank you
for your very generous donation of hygiene
products. I am sure you are aware you can only
use food stamps to purchase food. You
cannot use food stamps to buy toiletries and
hygiene items, even basic things like soap,
toothpaste and toilet paper.”
“Imagine how excited they are to receive your
generous gift of shampoo and cosmetics.”
In thanking us, Hope Services wrote “Hygiene
items are among the most needed of
emergency supplies that we provide to the
homeless people of Hawaii County.”
Your donation was used to help us in this year’s
Homeless Point in Time (HPIT) count. The HPIT
count is mandated by the US Department of
Housing and Urban development for
communities across the country to receive
funding. Hence, this count is very a very
important effort to ensure that our community
can respond to the needs of our homeless
population. Through your gift we were able to
provide a bag of hygiene items to every individual
and family who completed a HPIT survey.
Currently HOPE services Hawaii, Inc serves
approximately 1,200 homeless individuals and
families on the Big Island.

J’S MINIMART
The next J’s Minimart will be held March 23,
2014 in J’s café. Stop by and check out the home
grown fruits, vegetables and other neat items our
Church members make or grow. There was a
mistake made in the March calendar in the
previous Messenger.

Electronic Messenger

If you would prefer to receive the Messenger via
email please contact the Church office at
holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com

March 23, 2014
Chapel Decorations:
Goya Family (Memorial)
Childcare:
Yoko Hayano
Layreader:
Ruth Niino-DuPonte
March 30, 2014
Chapel Decorations:
Michi Koizumi
Childcare:
Joyce Nakamoto
Layreader:
Anne Sadayasu
April 6, 2014
Chapel Decorations:
Janet Fujioka
Childcare:
Margaret Torigoe
Layreader:
Latai Loa

Maundy Thursday
April 17, 2014
7pm Worship
and Holy Communion
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS
OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday
9am-4:30pm
Lunch
12pm-1pm

One Great Hour of Sharing Daily Calendar

