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A Message from 
Interim Pastor Mary 


You are the salt of the earth; you are the light of the 
world,” says Jesus. He spoke to his disciples 2000 
years ago and to us today! On February 9, you 
shared ways you see CHC being briny and bright. 
Thank you for your sharing!  You wrote about 
members and friends of CHC share light – both 
within our congregation and in the community. 
 
The God Sightings within the congregation include: 
The positive energy in many facets of CHC. Senior 
Ministry. Choir and singing. Sunday school and 
valentines for the congregation.  Hikes.  
 
Visiting persons shut in and in care facilities. The 
care during my illness, encouraging patient and 
loving care. When I had a baby the pastor came to 
visit me.  Providing funerals. Praying for others. 
When I am down physically and spiritually I can 
always count on the people from this church. The 
generous spirit at CHC. Open hands when it is most 
needed. Teaching and encouraging others about 
God and how God wants us to be.     
 
In the community you see light being shared: In the 
business practices by persons from CHC in the 
community. Working with a friend in a restaurant. 
Volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, Peanut 
Butter Ministry – feeding hungry persons. 
Collecting canned goods for hungry persons. 
Alzheimer Walk. Those who have a heart for the 
children of Chuuk.  
 
Thank you for sharing these God Sightings! I invite 
you to keep looking for ways persons are being 
light for others. And may Jesus inspire you to share 
light in your everyday life! 
Peace & Joy, 
Mary 
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Lenten Wednesday Supper and Study 
 
Beginning Wednesday, March 5, the Board of 
Christian Education is sponsoring a 6 week 
long Wednesday evening salad supper and 
study group. We’ll meet at 5:30 pm – please 
bring something prepared to go into a big chef 
salad (greens, carrots, chopped veggies, meat, 
cheese, etc.) drinks provided. After supper we’ll 
gather to study and conversation about the 
book: Unbinding the Gospel, by Martha Grace 
Reece. Mary Olney-Loyd will lead the study. 
We’ll conclude by 8 pm. Families with 
children are welcome – “child friendly food” 
is provided as well as an activity for 
children. We will meet in J’s Café. 
 
Unbinding the Gospel will help us deepen our 
spiritual lives using scripture and prayer. The 
conversations will help us look at CHC and see 
how others see this church. During this interim 
time we’ll learn how other congregations share 
their faith and think about what is working or 
what might work at CHC. This will help us 
think about the future of CHC!  Dates for the 
group are Wednesday, March 5, 12, 19, 26, 
April 2, 9.  
Please sign up so we can order books. 
Unbinding the Gospel costs approximately 
$16.  If you need assistance we will provide 
your book. 
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Moderators Message 
Settled Pastor Search Committee 

Attributes, Commitments and Volunteer/ 
Nomination Form 

 
 The first steps toward the settled pastor 
search have been completed.  Desired attributes 
and skills have been defined and a volunteer/ 
nomination form is available.  Please remember 
that if you wish to nominate someone you should 
first seek their permission. 
 
 The committee will be made up of 5 to 8 
voting members, and not all who volunteer or are 
nominated may be chosen to serve in this way.  
The moderator will serve as a nonvoting member.  
Only one member per family may serve on the 
committee, which will be chosen by the church 
council and recommended by the UCC search and 
all process.  The council will strive to have the 
search committee reflect and represent the entire 
congregation. 
 
 Those who volunteer or nominate a 
member need to write a note discussing why they 
or their nominee can serve this vital ministry of 
the church and the talents they bring to the 
committee.  Those who serve must be regular in 
attendance to worship, active in the life of the 
church and committed to the Church of the Holy 
Cross with their time, talents and treasure. 
 
 One crucial attribute that search committee 
members need is the commitment to prayer and 
being open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in 
discussions and deliberations.  That means taking 
time to pray, reflect and allow the Holy Spirit to 
work through everyone on the committee.  While 
we may have a schedule in mind, ultimately the 
pace of the work will be determined by the Holy 
Spirit.  Openness to working at God’s pace will 
allow the team to develop a long term view and 
vision for our future. 
 
 As the committee begins its work with the 
congregation, both the congregation and the 
committee will need to be sensitive, 
compassionate, good listeners and flexible to the 
other’s needs.  This is hard work and it will 
require teamwork, compromise, an open mind 
ready to learn new things, and dedication to the 
mission of calling our settled pastor.  Each 
committee member should bring a positive 
attitude and the ability to find joy in doing God’s 
work.  Any old grudges or hurt feelings must be 
put aside.   
  
 This may sound like a description of Super 
Member.  But our congregation is made up of 
exceptional individuals who have not only these 
attributes but many more.  So please, if you feel 

led, take time to pray and reflect on the mission 
and the commitments below and consider 
whether you should volunteer to serve in this act 
of worship: the calling of a settled pastor. 
 
Peace, Blessings and Joy 

Sue Smith  

Moderator 

Welcome Biff and Anna! 

 
 

 Welcome to our newest members, Anna 
and William “Biff” Kennedy!  They are already 
part of our worship service as members of our 
choir.  Biff created the name tag display board 
and Anna helped sew the lanyards for the name 
tags.  It is wonderful to have willing hands to 
serve. 
 
 Biff Kennedy is a retired educator.  He and 
Anna came to Hilo when their daughter Sarah 
Marusek became a political science professor at U 
H Hilo.  Biff and Anna have been bringing their 
granddaughter, Harriet Marusek, with them to 
Sunday School and church. 
 
 Anna graduated from Sacramento State 
with a teaching credential.  She worked at 
Virginia Tech as a lab technician in the 
entomology department.  At various times she 
held positions with a lawyer, in retail, and in an 
apparel research laboratory.  Her most rewarding 
job has been as a full time homemaker and 
community volunteer. Originally from northern 
California, she was taken to Sunday School by her 
first grade teacher 
  
 Biff is a graduate of Phillips Exeter 
Academy, Whitman College, and the U. S. Naval 
Postgraduate School.  He taught mathematics at 
Virginia Tech, then, with a Ph.D. in industrial 
engineering from Virginia Tech, taught as a 
professor at the University of Utah and, later, at 
Clemson University. He is a member of the Rotary 
Club of Hilo and has a passion for woodworking.  
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Biff was raised in Grand Canyon National Park 
where his father was a park ranger. 
 
 Biff and Anna were members at Seneca 
Presbyterian Church in Seneca, South Carolina 
before joining our church. 

 
Church Volunteers 

 
February 16, 2014 

Chapel Decorations:  
Else Ushijima 
Childcare: 

Lei Jack 
Layreader: 

Carolyn Lum-Bellem 
 

February 23, 2014 
Chapel Decorations:  

Hats Kamimura 
Childcare: 
Irene Okada 
Layreader: 

Margaret Torigoe 
 

March 2, 2014 
Chapel Decorations:  

Miyoko Tanita 
Childcare: 

Moira Tanaka 
Layreader: 
Jayson Rekis 

 
 
 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 
OFFICE HOURS 

Starting January 1, 2014 
Monday-Friday 
9am-4:30pm 

Lunch 
12pm-1pm 

 
Electronic Messenger 

If you would prefer to receive the Messenger via 
email please contact the Church office at 

holycrosshilo@hawaii.rr.com 

 
Sunday School Requests Supplies 
Sunday School is requesting arts and crafts 

supplies, please drop off at office or to 
Christian Ed: 

Toilet paper rolls 
Meat trays 
Egg cartons 
Newspaper 

 
Messenger Articles 

If you would like to submit an article for The 
Messenger, please send it via email or physically 
bring it into the Church office. The next 
Messenger will be February 26, 2014. 

 
Senior Ministry 

Save The Date!!! Our next senior ministry session 
will be on Thursday, February 20th, 10am to 12 
noon in J’s Cafe. We'll have ono grinds for sure 
and an interesting program too!! 

 

 

Settled Pastor Search Committee Volunteer Form 
 

I, ______________________________, volunteer to serve on this committee. 
 
Attach a brief note explaining why you would like to serve on the committee and the talents you bring 
to it. 
 
Please submit by March 3, 2014 

 
 

Settled Pastor Search Committee Nomination Form 
 
I would like to nominate _____________________________________ 
 
Nominated by _______________________________________ 
 

I have received  ___________________________ permission to submit their name.   
 
Attach a brief note explaining why you believe your nominee should serve on the committee and the 
talents she/he brings to it. 
 

Please submit by March 3, 2014 
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